EDITORIAL

GALA EXCELENTEI IN INDUSTRIA APEI,
UN EVENIMENT DE REFERINTA PENTRU UN SECTOR VITAL PENTRU INTREAGA SOCIETATE

THE WATER INDUSTRY EXCELLENCE GALA,
A LANDMARK EVENT FOR A SECTOR VITALTO THE ENTIRE SOCIETY

Asociatia Romana a Apei (ARA) a organizat anul
acesta, 1n data de 30 ianuarie, prima editie a Galei
Excelentei in Industria Apei, un eveniment de refe-
rinta Tn cadrul caruia au fost invitate personalitati si
reprezentanti ai diferitelor entitati relevante pentru
domeniul apei. Evenimentul a reunit un public de
peste 150 de invitati, inclusiv reprezentanti ai auto-
ritatilor publice, lideri din sectorul apei, specialisti,
parteneri si furnizori de tehnologie, avand ca scop
principal celebrarea realizarilor remarcabile si pro-
movarea excelentei in acest domeniu vital pentru in-
treaga societate.

Gala a fost un prilej de a evidentia excelenta, i-
novatiile, colaborarea si progresele semnificative rea-
lizate Tn sectorul apei din Roméania, un sector esential
pentru sanatatea publica, protectia mediului si sta-
bilitatea economica nationala. Evenimentul a fost un
moment deosebit Tn care s-au recunoscut contribu-
tiile profesionistilor care, prin expertiza si dedicatia
lor, au avut un impact pozitiv asupra dezvoltarii in-
frastructurii si gestionarii apei.

The Romanian Water Association (RWA) organized
this year, on January 30, the first edition of the Ex-
cellence in Water Industry Gala, a landmark event to
which personalities and representatives of various en-
tities relevant to the water sector were invited. The
event brought together an audience of over 150
guests, including representatives of public authori-
ties, leaders from the water sector, specialists, part-
ners and technology providers, with the main goal of
celebrating remarkable achievements and promoting
excellence in this vital field for the entire society.

The Gala was an opportunity to highlight the ex-
cellence, innovations, collaboration and significant
progress made in the water sector in Romania, a sec-
tor essential for public health, environmental protec-
tion and national economic stability. The event was
a special moment in which the contributions of pro-
fessionals who, through their expertise and dedica-
tion, had a positive impact on the development of
water infrastructure and management were recog-
nized.

www.ara.ro
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Apa este mai mult decat o resursa. Apa este fun-
damentul vietii, al sanatatii publice si al economiilor
noastre. Provocarile legate de gestionarea sustena-
bila a resurselor de apa si de modernizarea infrastruc-
turii sunt de o importanta strategica pentru Romania
si pentru Intreaga lume.

Specialistii din industria apei sunt de acord ca sec-
torul apei nu este doar un sector tehnic: este un
motor al economiei romanesti, reunind peste 60.000
de angajati si o cifra de afaceri de un miliard de euro.
Asociatia Romana a Apei este singura organizatie re-
prezentativa a sectorului de alimentare cu apa si ca-
nalizare, contribuind activ la dezvoltarea sa. In
spatele fiecarei inovatii, fiecarui proiect de infras-
tructura, fiecarei solutii implementate, se afla oa-
meni dedicati, care transforma viziunea in realitate,
iar ARA este vocea puternica si legitima a industriei
apei, care faciliteaza colaborarea cu factorii decizio-
nali. Este esential ca, in fata provocarilor de ordin le-
gislativ, tehnologic si de mediu, ARA sa fie un
partener de incredere pentru autoritati, institutii si
organizatii internationale. Industria apei trebuie sa
fie implicata in deciziile care afecteaza prezentul si
viitorul tarii - de la reglementarile de mediu, pana la
planificarea investitiilor strategice.

Avand n vedere platformele de comunicare intre
decidenti si industrie, este potrivit sa reiteram im-
portanta Grupului de Lucru Interministerial Apa-
Canal. Acesta joaca un rol cheie in sprijinirea
industriei si intarirea capacitatilor administrative
pentru indeplinirea cerintelor UE. Continuarea acti-
vitatii grupului de lucru este cruciala pentru coordo-
narea investitiilor necesare si implementarea
masurilor rapide si eficiente, prin dezvoltarea suste-
nabila a infrastructurii de apa si canalizare si prote-
jarea resurselor naturale pentru generatiile viitoare.

Fiind la prima editie, Gala Excelentei in Industria
Apei a constituit un prilej pentru personalitatile mar-
cante din domeniul apei de a puncta deziderate pen-
tru viitor:

.Provocarile legate de gestionarea resurselor de
apa intr-un mod sustenabil si de modernizarea infras-
tructurii sunt esentiale nu doar pentru Roméania, dar
si pentru intreaga lume. Aceste probleme reprezinta
o prioritate strategica, iar prin organizarea acestui
tip de evenimente, dorim sa cream un cadru in care
liderii din sectorul apei, autoritatile si furnizorii de

nr. 1/ 2025

www.ara.ro

Water is more than a resource. Water is the foun-
dation of life, public health, and our economies. The
challenges related to the sustainable management of
water resources and the modernization of infrastruc-
ture are of strategic importance for Romania and the
entire world.

Water industry specialists agree that the water
sector is not just a technical sector: it is an engine of
the Romanian economy, bringing together over 60,000
employees and a turnover of one billion euros. The
Romanian Water Association is the only representa-
tive organization of the water supply and sanitation
sector, actively contributing to its development. Be-
hind every innovation, every infrastructure project,
every implemented solution, there are dedicated
people who transform the vision into reality, and RWA
is the strong and legitimate voice of the water indus-
try, facilitating collaboration with decision-makers.
It is essential that, faced with legislative, technolog-
ical and environmental challenges, RWA be a trusted
partner for authorities, institutions and international
organizations. The water industry must be involved
in decisions that affect the present and future of the
country - from environmental regulations to strategic
investment planning.

Given the communication platforms between de-
cision-makers and industry, it is appropriate to reit-
erate the importance of the Interministerial
Water-Sewerage Working Group. It plays a key role in
supporting the industry and strengthening adminis-
trative capacities to meet EU requirements. The con-
tinuation of the working group’s activity is crucial for
coordinating the necessary investments and imple-
menting rapid and efficient measures, through the
sustainable development of water and sewerage in-
frastructure and protecting natural resources for fu-
ture generations.

Being at its first edition, the Gala of Excellence in
the Water Industry was an opportunity for prominent
personalities in the water field to highlight their as-
pirations for the future:

"The challenges of managing water resources in a
sustainable way and modernizing infrastructure are
essential not only for Romania, but also for the entire
world. These issues represent a strategic priority, and
by organizing this type of event, we want to create a
framework in which leaders in the water sector, au-




tehnologie sa colaboreze si sa fsi puna impreuna cu-
nostintele si resursele pentru un viitor mai sustenabil.
Industria apei este mult mai mult decét un sector teh-
nic. Este un motor important al economiei nationale,
avand o valoare semnificativa, cu peste 60.000 de an-
gajati si o cifra de afaceri care depaseste un miliard
de euro”, a declarat llie Vlaicu, presedintele Asocia-
tiei Roméane a Apei.

Domnia sa a mentionat totodata ca modernizarea
retelelor de apa si canalizare constituie o necesitate
esentiala, dar si o oportunitate pentru dezvoltarea
durabila a Romaniei, avand un impact direct asupra
calitatii vietii cetatenilor si asupra protectiei mediu-
lui. ,,Investitiile in infrastructura de apa si canalizare
reprezinta un element cheie nu doar pentru Tmbu-
natatirea standardelor de viata, dar si pentru a ras-
punde provocarilor de mediu si de sanatate publica”,
a adaugat presedintele ARA.

Roxana Minzatu, vicepresedinte al Comisiei Euro-
pene, a sustinut o interventie video in care a vorbit
despre importanta colaborarii intre sectorul public si
cel privat, dar si despre dezvoltarea competentelor
necesare si reducerea deficitului de forta de munca
n sectorul apei. ,,Asociatia Romana a Apei joaca un
rol esential in a aduce Tmpreuna toate partile impli-
cate - sectorul public, privat, economic, educational
si academic - intr-un mod unitar si eficient. Doar
printr-o colaborare stransa si prin identificarea si
abordarea nevoilor de competente putem infrunta
deficitul de forta de munca in sectoarele strategice
si putem crea locuri de munca de calitate”, a decla-
rat Roxana Minzatu.

Pe parcursul Galei, au fost acordate premii pentru
excelenta celor mai remarcabile organizatii si profe-
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thorities and technology providers can collaborate
and pool their knowledge and resources for a more
sustainable future. The water industry is much more
than a technical sector. It is an important driver of
the national economy, having a significant value, with
over 60,000 employees and a turnover exceeding one
billion euros”, said llie Vlaicu, president of the
Romanian Water Association.

He also mentioned that the modernization of
water and sewerage networks is an essential neces-
sity, but also an opportunity for the sustainable de-
velopment of Romania, having a direct impact on the
quality of life of citizens and on environmental pro-
tection. "Investments in water and sewerage infra-
structure represent a key element not only for
improving living standards, but also for responding to
environmental and public health challenges", added
the RWA president.

Roxana Minzatu, Vice-President of the European
Commission, gave a video speech in which she spoke
about the importance of collaboration between the
public and private sectors, but also about developing
the necessary skills and reducing the workforce short-
age in the water sector. “The Romanian Water Asso-
ciation plays an essential role in bringing together all
the parties involved - the public, private, economic,
educational and academic sectors - in a unified and
efficient way. Only through close collaboration and
by identifying and addressing skills needs can we face
the workforce shortage in strategic sectors and
create quality jobs,” said Roxana Minzatu.

During the Gala, awards for excellence were pre-
sented to the most outstanding organizations and pro-
fessionals in the water industry, in appreciation for
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sionisti din industria apei, Th semn de apreciere pen-
tru contributiile lor substantiale la dezvoltarea si
imbunatatirea acestui sector. Printre castigatori s-au
aflat operatori economici, companii de tehnologie si
autoritati care au implementat proiecte inovatoare
si care au demonstrat bune practici in gestionarea re-
surselor de apa.

Un loc important in cadrul evenimentului I-au avut
operatorii regionali de apa si canalizare, care, prin
profesionalismul lor, schimba jocul in industria apei,
modernizeaza infrastructura si asigura servicii de ca-
litate pentru comunitatile din Romania. Acesti lideri
au fost aplaudati pentru modul in care duc acest do-
meniu la urmatorul nivel, demonstrand excelenta,
responsabilitate si inovatie. Am onorat, asadar, acesti
profesionisti care contribuie direct la dezvoltarea
sectorului si la imbunatatirea calitatii vietii cetate-
nilor. Profesionalismul, inovatia si viziunea sunt valo-
rile fundamentale care transforma infrastructura de
apa si canalizare Tntr-un pilon esential pentru dezvol-
tarea si progresul Romaniei.

Evenimentul a fost sprijinit de parteneri si spon-
sori din industrie, consolidand astfel colaborarea
intre toti actorii implicati Tn sectorul apei din Roma-
nia. Totodata, prima editie a Galei Excelentei in In-
dustria Apei a avut deosebita onoare de a avea alaturi
reprezentanti de marca din partea Ambasadei Cana-
dei Tn Romania si a Ambasadei Israelului Tn Romania,
doua institutii partenere ale ARA, care au fost impli-
cate Tn nenumarate activitati comune cu asociatia
noastra in trecut. Colaborarea internationala conti-
nua sa fie un pilon important in dezvoltarea si imple-
mentarea celor mai inovative solutii pentru sectorul
apei din Romania.

La finalul evenimentului, Asociatia Romana a Apei
si-a reafirmat angajamentul de a raméane un partener
de incredere pentru autoritati si un sustinator activ
al sustenabilitatii si inovarii in domeniul apei. Prima
editie a Galei Excelentei Tn Industria Apei a avut ca
scop nu doar celebrarea realizarilor din acest sector,
dar si promovarea unui dialog continuu intre toate
partile implicate. Organizatia a subliniat intentia de
a transforma acest eveniment intr-o traditie anuala,
care sa devina un forum important pentru schimbul
de idei, bune practici si pentru identificarea unor so-
lutii inovative pentru provocarile cu care se confrunta
industria apei.
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their substantial contributions to the development
and improvement of this sector. Among the winners
were economic operators, technology companies and
authorities that implemented innovative projects and
demonstrated good practices in water resource man-
agement.

An important place in the event was occupied by
regional water and sewerage operators, who, through
their professionalism, are changing the game in the
water industry, modernizing infrastructure and ensur-
ing quality services for communities in Romania.
These leaders were applauded for the way they are
taking this field to the next level, demonstrating ex-
cellence, responsibility and innovation. We therefore
honored these professionals who directly contribute
to the development of the sector and the improve-
ment of the quality of life of citizens. Profession-
alism, innovation and vision are the fundamental
values that transform water and sewerage infrastruc-
ture into an essential pillar for the development and
progress of Romania.

The event was supported by industry partners and
sponsors, thus strengthening the collaboration be-
tween all actors involved in the Romanian water sec-
tor. At the same time, the first edition of the Water
Industry Excellence Gala had the special honor of
having alongside brand representatives from the Em-
bassy of Canada in Romania and the Embassy of Israel
in Romania, two partner institutions of RWA, which
have been involved in countless joint activities with
our association in the past. International collabora-
tion continues to be an important pillar in the devel-
opment and implementation of the most innovative
solutions for the Romanian water sector.

At the end of the event, the Romanian Water As-
sociation reaffirmed its commitment to remain a
trusted partner for the authorities and an active sup-
porter of sustainability and innovation in the water
sector. The first edition of the Water Industry Excel-
lence Gala aimed not only to celebrate achievements
in this sector, but also to promote a continuous dia-
logue between all parties involved. The organization
emphasized the intention to transform this event into
an annual tradition, which would become an impor-
tant forum for the exchange of ideas, good practices
and for identifying innovative solutions to the chal-
lenges facing the water industry.




